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The Foreign Service
of the
United Stetes of America

Office of the Alr Atteche
American Embassy
Ssigon, Viet Nanm

April 1k, 1956

STAT

~ Chief, Saigon Buresu
FBIS
Haigon, Viet Hem
Dear 5ir:

In the capecity of Alr Atteche, Baigon, I have had the reguirement
to make extensive use of the service provided by the FBIS office in
Saigon. My evalustion of this service, besed on two years with the
American Esbassy, Ssigon, follovs. ‘

Inasmuch us the United Stetes does not maintain diplomatic relstions
with the communists of North Viet Nem, thers is little opportunity to
actually follow events behind that communist curtain. The monitoring of
Radio Henol and the trenslation service of FBIS, therefore, provides one
of the principsl sources of information regarding North Viet Nam. Al
though these reporis are ususlly communist propagends » they naverthelesa,
provide & source of inforsetlion which can be subjected to esreful anely~
gis and from vhich certsin deductions can be mede.

The local press survey bes mlso proven extremely belpful in sssesse
ing local efforts toc countersct communist propaganda. The Cambodien
reporie have been found useful in msintsining knowledge of the Zenersl
gitustion in Cambodia.

In my opinion, one of the principsl oversll benefits of the FBIS
in Saigon, is the opportunity the services give for the Embassy to keep
well iInformed on the three countries of Viet HRam, Cambodia and Lsos with
& minimus of time and effort expended on the part of the user of the
service. Thig factor of aaving time and effort is very importent in the
routine of this Esmbassy,

I would alzo like to express my appreciation for the thorcughness
of the FAIS coverage. I feel that the services provided nave been
excellently conceived and superbly executed.

Mozt sincerely,

WILLIAM L. TODCOR
Colonel, USAF
Ar Atteche

Zvaluation B. 2.
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